Chapter III
AMIENS IN 1805
" God alone can teach the value of that exquisite work of His Hands, the soul
of a child and He alone can give the teacher the respect, tact and gentleness which
she needs in order to train it." (Saying of Julie Billiart).1
THE fond parents who on the first day of the school year in
the Amiens of 1805 sent off their boys to the Faubourg
Noyon and their girls to the Rue de TOratoire were far from
looking upon these two schools as merely relieving them for
a time of the care of their offspring. The French parent,
as we have seen, had for years cherished very definite ideas
about life and education, ideas for which many of the
families settled in Amiens had akeady paid a great price.
Though they now showed themselves ready to overlook
many shortcomings in order to secure the fundamental
basis of religious principles and liberal culture which had
enriched their own childhood, nevertheless it was but
natural that after the years of revolutionary trouble, they
should watch over the upbringing of their children with an
anxious and jealous care.
With regard to the boys* school they had guarantees* The
name of Father Loriquet, as we have seen, was itself sufficient
to win their trust. Had he not been brought up in the
atmosphere of the schoolroom by his father, headmaster
of the College of Epernay ? At the University of Rheims
he had dosed a career of brilliant studies by winning the
first prize or " Dictature" for rhetoric. Since then,
he had travelled as private tutor, ever pursuing his
1 Julie Billiart, friend and kindred spirit to Mother Barat, was founding in
Amiens a school for the children of the poorer classes at the very time of which
we are writing. Helped by Father Varin, this small beginning was to develop into
the well-known Congregation of Notre Dame de Namur and the two Societies so
closely associated in their origin were ever to maintain a dose friendship. The
quotation is taken from Les Idees 'Pidagogqws de la J$mbeur&tte Julie l&Hiart.